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From: Jim Tulenko <tulenko@ufl edu> & //:ch?/g/ 5 @

To: <teh@nrc.gov>

Date: 8/30/02 8:53AM
Subject: Fwd-Subject Comments on NRC plans to revise the DraftEnvironmental Inpact

Statement for Plutonium

>To: teh@nre.gov

>From: Jim Tulenko <tulenko@ufl edu>

>Subject Comments on NRC plans to revise the Draft Environmental Inpact
> Statement for Plutonium

>
> The decision of the Department of Energy (DOE) to dispose of 34

> tons of surplus weapons grade plutonium by turning the matenal into

> mixed oxide (MOX) fuel and thereby obtaining the energy content of the
> surplus plutonium, while rending 1t unsuitable for use as an

> effective weapons matenal, is a correct step. To immobilize the

> plutonium and waste the energy content of the plutonium is an inefficient
> use of a valuable energy source material. The safe and efficient use of
> plutonium as a recycle fuel 1n nuclear plants in France has demonstrated
> that it can be utilized for its energy value while ensuring against any

> diversion of material for other uses
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James S. Tulenko

Professor, Nuclear Engineering
Director, Laboratory for Development Of Advanced Nuclear Fuels and Materials

Dept. Of Nuclear and Radiological Engineering
202 Nuclear Science Center

University of Florida

352-392-1401 Ext 314 (ph)

352-392-3380 {fax)

tulenko@ufl.edu
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